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BUILDING SYSTEMS ASSOCIATION Phone: (717) 238-9130
Fax: (717) 238-9156

BUILDING FOR TOMORROW Web: www.modularhousing.com

TO: All interested persons
FROM: MBSA Staff
RE: Attached FEMA Report Excerpts

The attached report excerpts are taken from a 1993 Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) publication entitled “Building Performance: Hurricane Andrew in
Florida.”* This report was conducted in the immediate aftermath of 1992's Hurricane
Andrew and is an attempt by FEMA to research and document the successes and failures
of different construction types and provide recommendations to improve the performance
of future buildings. The excerpts we have attached come from three (3) sections of the
report and detail the superiority in construction of modular homes.

The first section is the Executive Summary (pps. 1-3 of the report) which gives a brief
overview of the report and includes some preliminary conclusions regarding different
types of housing. This section notes at the bottom of page two (2) that “. . . wood-frame
modular buildings performed relatively well.”

The second section of the report that we have excerpted deals exclusively with modular
homes and is taken from the Site Observations section of the report on pages twenty-nine
(29) and thirty (30). This section includes a brief summation of FEMA'’ s findings
concerning modular homes as well as a photograph and detailed diagram (Figure 20) that
istitled “Inherent structural strength of modular construction.” In short, this section
notes that “ Overall, relatively minimal structural damage was noted in modular housing
developments. The module-to-module combination of the units appears to have provided
an inherently rigid system that performed much better than conventional residential
framing.”

Finally, the third excerpt that we have included is also part of the Site Observations
section of the report found on page thirty-one (31) and notes that “Manufactured homes
possessed poor ability to withstand the high wind loads generated by Hurricane
Andrew.” We have included thisinformation solely as an educational reference to help
the reader in distinguishing the notabl e differences between a modular and a
manufactured home (a.k.a. HUD code home). For more information on modular homes
(and the differences between modular and manufactured homes), please review the free
MBSA publication titled “From Factory to Finish: A Guide to Residential Modular
Construction” - available on the MBSA web site at

http://www.modul arhousing.com/buyer.html

! Duetothe large size of the original publication (93 pages) we are only able to include choice
excerpts from the document with thismemo. To obtain a complete copy of this document, please
contact FEMA at (800) 480-2520 and request the above referenced publication (FIA-22, 2/93).
































